BREAKTHROUGH LAUNCHES END HOMELAND GUANTANAMOS CAMPAIGN TO SPOTLIGHT UNFAIR IMMIGRANT DETENTION POLICIES

New Interactive Website Creates Awareness of Deaths and Inhumane Conditions in Department of Homeland Security System

New York – September 25, 2008 – Breakthrough (www.breakthrough.tv), an international human rights organization, today launched its innovative campaign, End Homeland Guantanamos, to spotlight the inhumane conditions being faced by nearly 300,000 people in immigrant detention as a result of unfair Department of Homeland Security (DHS) policies. Visit the website at www.homelandgitmo.com.

Building on the recent success of its video game, ICED – I Can End Deportation, which has been downloaded more than 100,000 times since its launch in February, Breakthrough’s new campaign utilizes advanced Web 2.0 tools to explore abuses and deaths of immigrants in detention.

Visitors to the website assume the role of an undercover journalist doing an investigative series on Immigration Detention and the true story of immigrant Boubacar Bah, who died in U.S. Immigrations and Customs Enforcement (ICE) custody under questionable circumstances in 2007, which was chronicled in the New York Times: http://www.nytimes.com/2008/05/05/nyregion/05detain.html?_r=1&oref=slogin. The user experiences a 3-D walk-through tour of the facility led by a guide, during which they encounter video stories about true situations as experienced by former detainees. These testimonials, along with facts, images and stories expose the deplorable medical conditions, abuse, and lack of due process faced by detained immigrants – both legal and undocumented -- the majority of whom have no criminal history. After the user watches each short video piece, they are asked questions about what they just learned. If the user answers these correctly, they are rewarded with an item -- a clue -- to help them solve Boubacar's case. If they find the correct place in the facility to unlock the clue, an event is revealed in the timeline. Once all the events -- the facts -- are revealed, the user has solved the mystery and can publish their story. The visitor concludes their tour with a visit to a memorial wall for the 87* women and men who have died in detention, where they can add their own testimonials. Visitors to the site can also use a zip code tool which enables them to see how close their home is to the nearest “Homeland Guantanamo” detention center.

In addition to providing an interactive, multimedia experience, the End Homeland Guantanamos website will include facts on detention and immigration policy, take-action components on how to effect change, and a discussion guide for community groups to utilize in leading social justice and advocacy events.

“Many conditions faced by immigrant detainees face an eerie resemblance to the now infamous Guantanamo Bay prison in Cuba; it’s hard to believe that so many American residents are being subjected to degrading detention conditions and losing their lives – with no access to due process or a hearing,” said Breakthrough Executive Director Mallika Dutt. “We hope the End Homeland Guantanamos interactive experience will allow people to see and feel virtually the violations that are occurring and inspire them to demand that DHS restore our basic American values of due process and human rights and treat people with respect and common dignity.” 

End Homeland Guantanamos is launching as part of the Night of a Thousand Conversations, a national initiative to expose and work toward rectifying the violations of human rights and civil liberties caused by DHS policies. Throughout the week of September 22nd and culminating on September 25, thousands of people across the country will convene to discuss how to work together to ensure that the government restores these basic human rights.

The activity is part of the larger campaign, Hold the Department of Homeland Security Accountable, spearheaded by the Rights Working Group, a coalition of 250 community-based grassroots groups and national organizations formed in the aftermath of 9-11 that work to ensure civil liberties and human rights protections for all people living in the U.S.

About Breakthrough
Breakthrough is an international human rights organization using innovative, high-impact education, media and popular culture projects and campaigns to transform communities and bring about social change. Using the core values of dignity, equality and justice, its media products and education programs have reached millions around the world. Breakthrough’s mission centers on several key issues, including: women’s rights, sexuality and HIV/AIDS and racial justice and immigrant rights. Breakthrough works in India and the United States--the world’s two largest democracies. For more information, visit www.breakthrough.tv.
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