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Shashi Tharoor picks Breakthrough for Forbes’ Philanthropy of the Month

New York - January 1, 2008 – Shashi Tharoor, author and former U.N. Undersecretary-General selected Breakthrough, a transnational human rights organization, as his featured charity on Forbes.com.  The feature, which can be viewed at http://www.forbes.com/home/2008/12/23/un-human-rights-pf-philo-in_rm_1223philanthropy_inl.html, is part of a Forbes effort to spotlight favorite charitable causes of select public figures. 

Dr. Tharoor highlights Breakthrough’s creative and effective use of media, popular culture and leadership training to advance social change.  He draws special attention to recent multimedia campaigns in India to raise awareness on women’s rights, violence and HIV/AIDS.  He notes, “Breakthrough's approach not only gets to the underlying causes of the problem but also reaches millions in accessible language.”  

The Forbes Philanthropic Pitch is a monthly special feature available on Forbes.com that offers admirable public figures the chance to make a multimedia pitch in their own voice on behalf of the philanthropic cause closest to their heart.  Shashi Tharoor’s piece on Breakthrough and the accompanying video clips are featured for the month of January.  

Breakthrough is an innovative, high-impact transnational human rights organization that uses media, popular culture, grassroots training and education to transform attitudes and advance equality, justice, and dignity.  Breakthrough currently works in India and the United States, the world's two largest democracies, on several issues including violence against women, sexuality and HIV/AIDS, racial justice, and immigrant rights. 


Bell Bajao, Breakthrough’s most recent campaign in India, calls on men and boys to take a stand against domestic violence (www.bellbajao.org).  In the U.S., Breakthrough is part of a national campaign to restore due process and fairness to immigration policy.  Recent initiatives include its groundbreaking video game ICED – I Can End Deportation (www.icedgame.com) and End Homeland Guantanamos, (www.homelandgitmo.com)a 3D simulation of detention conditions, which was featured recently in The New York Times.

For more on Breakthrough's human rights programs, please visit www.breakthrough.tv.

