MEDIA RELEASE 




CONTACT: 
Beth George

Saturday, April 10, 2004





212-245-0510










646-483-3312 (cell)










bgeorge@promediacomm.com

New York's South Asian, Arab and Muslim Youth Gather At

"Speak Up! Act Up! For A New America: Youth Forum for Change”

Youth Discuss How Election 2004 Will Affect Their Lives and 

How They Can Get Involved in The Democratic Process

New York, NY – Today, hundreds of South Asian, Arab and Muslim youth from throughout New York City gathered at "Speak Up! Act Up! For A New America: Youth Forum for Change” to discuss how new policies are affecting them and how they can get involved in the democratic process this election year.

The event, presented by Breakthrough: Building Human Rights Culture, an international human rights non-profit organization, focused on how these often-disenfranchised youth could get involved, from learning about the issues, registering to vote (if they are qualified), and joining non-profit organizations at a fair set up on site at New York University’s School of Law.  Panelists included speakers from the American Civil Liberties Union and Rock The Vote.  Workshops tackled a range of issues, from reproductive health to media literacy to community organizing.  

“There is nothing more American than being involved in the electoral process,” said Mallika Dutt, Executive Director of Breakthrough, who came to the US from India twenty years ago.  “Current and proposed policy changes have a huge impact on these young men and women, both positively and negatively.  Whether they can vote as citizens or are new immigrants, they need a chance to voice their opinions and get involved.” 

While all Americans have felt the impact of policy changes and proposals since 9/11, few have been impacted as dramatically as South Asian, Arab and Muslim immigrants.  Many of the students in attendance had friends or family members who had been detained or deported since 9/11, some of whom were among the 13,000 immigrants deported after complying with Special Registration rules.  Most were deported for relatively minor offenses and the deportations tore their families apart, forcing them to live in separate countries often halfway around the world.

Many students fear the PATRIOT Act and its potential successor, PATRIOT Act II.  Students also discussed the lesser-known CLEAR Act, which would force police to report their interaction with immigrants to the federal government and could lead to deportation of undocumented immigrants, and the DREAM Act, which would allow undocumented immigrant youth to gain legal status and attain an education.  Neither act has passed Congress yet.

“The irony is that we seem to be going backwards, rather than forwards, in strengthening American democracy,” said Dutt.  “When I came here as student, I believed that anything was possible if I worked hard.  If I arrived now, I would be fearful and defensive.  That’s not progress! Too many current policies are undermining the fundamental human rights values of dignity, equality and freedom that have made the US a world leader.”

Additional forums will be held in Chicago and Seattle in the fall.  
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Breakthrough: Building Human Rights Culture, an international human rights organization that uses education and popular culture to promote values of dignity, equality and justice.  www.breakthrough.tv

