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Is this Justice?

Breakthrough’s Multimedia Campaign on Discrimination Against Positive Women in India

In New York City on March 1, 2007, Mallika Dutt, Executive Director of Breakthrough, will be introducing the organization’s Is This Justice? multi-media campaign in the Marigold Theater as part of ABC Carpet’s Gateway to India project.

Developed pro bono by ad-guru Piyush Pandey of Ogilvy & Mather, Is This Justice? is bringing public attention to the growing incidence of stigma and discrimination faced by women living with HIV/AIDS, most of whom have been infected by their husbands or male partners. Ms. Dutt will be speaking about the human rights of infected women, as well as hope and opportunities for change. 

Is This Justice? builds on Breakthrough’s award winning campaign What Kind of Man Are You? which encourages dialogue and equality within marriage and understanding of HIV/AIDS, while advocating condom use amongst married couples. 

Is This Justice? is currently reaching millions across India through key television, radio, and print partners including: Doordarshan, STAR Network, Sony Entertainment Television, ETV, (available in Kannada, Marathi, Hindi), Dainik Jagran, Lokmat, Prajavani, Udyavani, Radio Mirchi, and All India Radio.  The campaign is also being disseminated through billboards, movie theaters, and the internet.

The numbers are staggering:

· Of the 5.2 million HIV positive people in India nearly 40% are women

· 80% of them have contracted this infection from their husbands or partners

· Almost 90% of HIV positive women are thrown out of their homes after their husbands die. 

Women who are infected face more than health concerns, and are often either shunned by their families and communities or are forced to live on the periphery of society after the death of their husbands. While the general public continues to believe that most women with HIV/AIDS are sex workers, official numbers indicate that sex workers actually constitute less than one percent of the 2 million women who are infected. The consequences of becoming infected are severe for women – often facing homelessness, increased violence, loss of employment and family, and lack of access to treatment and care.

“Women suffer various forms of prejudice and inequality throughout their lives and HIV/AIDS has now been added to these problems because women find it very difficult to negotiate safe sex or condom use,” says Mallika Dutt. Is this Justice? challenges society to treat women living with HIV/AIDS with fairness and compassion.  India’s growing leadership in the world needs to include leadership in promoting the human rights of women.

