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Aki Narula, Lecoanet Hemant & Narendra Kumar Take a Stand Against Domestic Violence

On January 13th, 2010 Muse and Verve bring together the fashion fraternity to support Breakthrough’s Bell Bajao! campaign at an exclusive event 

Mumbai, January 6, 2010 – In India, one out of every three women faces violence behind closed doors. Breakthrough’s multimedia campaign Bell Bajao! (Ring the Bell) fights against these staggering numbers by asking men and boys to bring domestic violence to a halt. The male voices of the fashion fraternity have come together to raise awareness on this pressing issue. Fashion designers Aki Narula, Lecoanet Hemant and Narendra Kumar have created custom-designed items for Breakthrough to support this cause and stand up against domestic violence. On January 13th, their unique pieces will debut at Muse at an exclusive event that kicks off Breakthrough’s 10th anniversary year. Verve, a premier fashion and lifestyle magazine, has joined hands with Muse in bringing Breakthrough’s cause to the forefront and will co-host this exciting event. 

The select group of three designers has worked closely with Muse and Breakthrough to donate their design talents in creating items that portray their views on Bell Bajao!. Lecoanet Hemant and Narendra Kumar will be showcasing a collection of unisex t-shirts, while Aki Narula has designed a collection of desirable tote bags. These exclusive pieces will be available at Muse throughout the month and will then be sold online on www.breakthrough.tv. Sales will directly support Breakthrough’s human rights initiatives.

Bell Bajao! (Ring The Bell) was launched to fight against domestic violence and reached over 130 million people through TV and radio spots, print ads, blogging and interactive mobile video vans. The multimedia campaign was created pro bono by Ogilvy & Mather and distributed with support from UNIFEM. In June 2009, Verve featured the Founder of Breakthrough, Mallika Dutt, as one of India’s 50 Most Powerful Women and spotlighted the success of Bell Bajao!.

As the highly stylish, young and hip hub of Mumbai, it was only natural for Muse to host Breakthrough’s very first event in the city. Tarini Jindal, owner of Muse, sees this event as a great opportunity to bring the fashion fraternity together, and extend her support to an organization that is close to her heart and family. Since the inception of Breakthrough, Ms. Sangita Jindal, a board member of Breakthrough, has been a supporter of its initiatives, and has worked relentlessly to raise awareness in mainstream audiences on their key causes. 

About Breakthrough

Breakthrough is an innovative, international human rights organization using the power of popular culture, media, and community mobilization to transform public attitudes and advance equality, justice, and dignity.  Through initiatives in India and the United States, Breakthrough addresses critical global issues including violence against women, sexuality and HIV/AIDS, racial justice, and immigrant rights. For more on Breakthrough's human rights programs, please visit www.breakthrough.tv.

About Muse

Set up by Tarini Jindal, the well known and certainly well loved, Muse at Kala Ghoda, is filled with the most luxurious products that put a special spotlight on ‘design’. Muse’s products include high fashion international clothing and jewelry for the intelligent, handsome home ware, personalized gifting options, whimsical, quirky gadgets, one - off furniture and bespoke linen, textiles and carpets. Since it opened, Muse has taken the lead in spreading the luxury lifestyle to daily life, making it the go-to store for what’s new from India and abroad.

About VERVE

In its 15th year now, Verve has been at the vanguard of the lifestyle industry in India since its inception. As India's first fashion and luxury monthly and targeted as the spirit of today’s woman, it celebrates the interests of the multifaceted contemporary global Indian, including style, glamour, literature, travel, and wellness. More than just a magazine that reports and interprets, Verve is a catalyst for conversations around contemporary Indian culture in the world. The Editor and Publisher, Anuradha Mahindra, has received top billing in Avenue Asia's list of Indians involved in the media. 

About Moveable Feast

Moveable Feast follows in the fine food-service tradition benchmarked by its parent company deGustibus Hospitality Pvt. Ltd. As Mumbai’s premier catering company offering a full service, multi-cuisine experience, Moveable Feast defines the art of event catering and brings fine dining to your doorstep. Established by principals, Rahul and Malini Akerkar in 1996, the company also owns restaurants, Indigo, Indigo Delicatessen, Indigo Cafe and most recently Tote on the turf.

About the Designers

Lecoanet Hemant 

Founded in 1978 in Paris, Lecoanet Hemant is a traditional Haute Couture house creating men and women wear par excellence: garments are unique pieces of art, hand made to perfection abiding the principles of a secular manufacturing tradition. The couture label features the unique design sensibility of Didier Lecoanet and Hemant Sagar. 

Aki Narula

Kolkata-based fashion designer Aki Narula is known for his crazy and wacky style. After his Bollywood debut designing outfits for Mira Nair's film Monsoon Wedding, Aki has become one of the established designers in Bollywood. Aki launched his own label ‘Aki’ in 1996 and has since expanded his collection to eleven stores throughout India. Currently Design Director for Sheetal Design Studio, he retails under his label 'Aki Narula for SDS' and also works on his main label ' AKI' from his studio in Delhi.

Narendra Kumar

A widely respected name in the fashion business, Narendra Kumar has been involved with the fashion business for over 13 years. He is a graduate of NIFT, Delhi and also studied at the London School of Fashion. He is presently the Consulting Fashion Editor of Verve magazine and has started his own labels, one under ‘Narenda Kumar’ and the recently launched CHAI. Amongst his many prestigious corporate clothing projects, Narendra was responsible for creating the look for the J. W. Marriott Hotel and the newly launched Kotak Mahindra Bank.
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